
Say“Hello!”
to Hood
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The warmth of the campus can be felt as students move to 
and fro’ across campus, each greeting one another with a 
smile, nod or eager “hello!” For those new to the campus, 

the “Hood Hello”—the custom of greeting people you pass on 
campus—brings on a sense of community and belonging, both 
of which make Hood College a neighborhood in its own right.
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Students Headed to Class



       “Having faculty that are open to having fun 
with their students makes outdoor festival feel like 
a family cookout instead of a run-of-the-mill school 
event.”
 
           What makes this tradition interesting is its 
involvement in budding friendships. Friends who 
travel through the Pergola are told to never “split 
the poles [beams],” otherwise their friendships will 
not continue after graduation. 

          One student who knows, first-hand, what 
it’s like to split the poles is Hood alum Adrienne 
Gladden:
 
             “I’ve split the poles with certain friends and, 
sure enough, those friendships have ended,” says 
Gladden. “

         “As silly as the newcomers think it is, it’s 
definitely fun trying to convince those who walk 
through with you to stick by you the entire way 
through.”

          While naysayers do exist in regards to the 
Pergola’s powers, many remain strong supports of 
this long-standing tradition.
     

 
      Nestled in the deepest corner of Frederick, 
Hood was established in 1893. Created as homage 
to Hood’s past, the college’s long-standing traditions 
serve to welcome new students into the community 
and introduce faculty and staff. 

         These traditions, some of which are practiced 
on a daily basis—such as the “Hood Hello”—help to 
create long-lasting memories. 

            One tradition that kicks off the school year 
is Fall Frenzy, which celebrates the return to Hood 
each fall. 

            For three full weeks, students enjoy activities 
such as outdoor festival, which incorporates food 
and live music, along with activities such as rock 
climbing, laser tagging and tye-dying. 

      MI’kea Bowie, a graduate student at Hood, 
describes her feelings towards the unity outdoor 
festival evokes:
 
      “No one ever expects to see their college 
president serving hotdogs or their dean dancing 
with freshman on the residential quad, but it 
happens here and it’s surprisingly fun,” says Bowie. 

         No two neighborhoods are the same; whether 
yours consists of row houses or dormitories, what 
matters most is how where you call home makes 
you feel: “I love Hood--it’s my home away from 
home,” says Tyree Wilson. 

     

       
       
       “When I leave my hometown of Delaware, I 
never feel like I’m going to a dreaded place as other 
people describe returning to school. I simply feel 
like I’m going to spend time with my extended 
family.”

“No one ever expects to 
see their college president 

serving hotdogs or their dean 
dancing with freshman on the 

residential quad, but it happens 
here and it’s surprisingly fun,” 

Hood at a Glance

Established in 1893 as the Woman’s College of Frederick, Hood has undergone a great deal of change, though it has always 
remained a “Great Place to Be Smart,” as the motto proudly states. Read below for some of Hood’s many highlights.

Enrollment
•	 1,434 undergraduates
•	 988 graduates
 
Diversity
•	 30 states
•	 23 countries

Faculty
•	 More than 100 professors
•	 120 regular faculty members

Student-to-Faculty Ratio
•	 12:1 undergraduate
•	 14:1 graduate

Fields of Study
•	 30 major fields of study toward Bachelor of 
Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees
•	 14 programs of study leading to master’s 
degrees

Extracurricular Life
•	 More than 60 clubs and organizations
•	 17 honor societies

Source: http://www.hood.edu/about-hood/hood-at-a-glance/index.html
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Students creating crafts Students tie-dying Students in photo booth


